
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Laurel Johnson, PIO 

O: 231-347-5628 
l.johnson@nwhealth.org 

www.nwhealth.org 

 

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is mandated by the Michigan Public Health Code to promote wellness, prevent disease, provide 

quality healthcare, address health problems of vulnerable populations, and protect the environment for the residents and visitors of Antrim, 

Charlevoix, Emmet, and Otsego counties. For more information, visit nwhealth.org. 

### 

April 27, 2021 

Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update 

  

Health department partners to make clinics 

more accessible to persons with disabilities 

 
Representatives from Disability Network Northern Michigan recently toured a vaccination clinic hosted 
by the Health Department of Northwest Michigan to provide suggestions for improving the accessibility 
of clinics for those with disabilities. 
 
“People with disabilities face barriers to healthcare access and higher rates of adverse COVID-19 
outcomes,” said Madison McCullough, Community Health Coordinator with the Health Department of 
Northwest Michigan. “Advancing health equity - striving for the highest possible standard of health for 
all people and giving special attention to the needs of those at greatest risk based on social conditions - 
is a core function of public health.” 
 
During the April 8 tour, cross-disability service providers at Disability Network Northern Michigan of 
Traverse City shared best practices and identified opportunities to improve clinic accessibility for those 
with disabilities. The suggestions are being incorporated into the health department’s clinic guidelines, 
McCullough said. 
 
“Striving for all community members to have a fair and just opportunity to be healthy is central to our 
mission, and feedback from this tour can help us ensure our vaccine clinics are welcoming to all,” 
McCullough said, adding the consultants shared basic accessibility measures are met, and offered 
strategies to improve, including signage, wheelchair accessibility, and other agencies to partner with for 
outreach activities.  
 
Consultants with the Disability Network Northern Michigan said they were grateful for the opportunity 
to work with the local health department in making the vaccine clinics accessible to all and reaching 
vulnerable populations.  
 
“People with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to contracting COVID 19 and developing continued 

complications from the virus. Accessible clinics show individuals living with disabilities that they matter 

too, that all members of the community are equally valued and kept safe, protected, and healthy with 

equal access to healthcare,” said Alanna Lahey, Independent Living Specialist-Inclusion and Access with 

the Disability Network Northern Michigan.  

 

The health department is allowing all residents to self-schedule their first and second dose 

appointments for the COVID-19 vaccine at clinics throughout Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet and Otsego 

counties. All clinics currently scheduled for April and early May are listed on the health department’s 

website, www.nwhealth.org. The Pfizer vaccine is available for anyone 16 and older; a minor must be 

accompanied by a parent/guardian at a clinic. The Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccine is available 
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for anyone 18 or older. Anyone needing assistance to make an appointment should call 2-1-1 or their 

local Commission on Aging or Senior Services Center. Walk-in appointments may be available, and 

residents can look for signage indicating walk-ins are welcome the day of a clinic. 

 

Wednesday, April 28 

• Helena Township Hall, 8751 Helena Rd., Alden 

 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Vaccine: Moderna (must be 18 or older) 

 To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

• Ellison Place, 150 Dale Dr., Gaylord 

 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

 Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

 To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

• Boyne City Education Center, 321 South Park St., Boyne City (clinic entrance off Main St.) 

3-6 p.m. 

Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

 

Thursday, April 29 

• Emmet County Fairgrounds, 1129 Charlevoix Ave., Petoskey 

12:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

• Charlevoix County Shirley Roloff Northside Center (old elementary school), 13513 Division St., 

Charlevoix 

 1-6:30 p.m. 

 Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

 To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

  

Friday, April 30 

• Charlevoix County Shirley Roloff Northside Center (old elementary school), 13513 Division St., 

Charlevoix 

 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

 To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

• Health Department of Northwest Michigan offices, Mancelona Family Resource Center, 205 

Grove St., Mancelona 

1-4 p.m. 

Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

To schedule an appointment: Click Here 

• Emmet County Fairgrounds, 1129 Charlevoix Ave., Petoskey 

9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor) 

 To schedule an appointment: Click Here 
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The calendar on the website www.nwhealth.org lists clinics that are scheduled for the remaining dates 

in April and dates in early May.    

 

Today, April 27, 48 new cases were reported: Antrim (7), Charlevoix (10), Emmet (25), and Otsego (6) 

counties, and 2 deaths: Antrim (1) and Otsego (1). As of 4 p.m. today, the health department is 

reporting: 

• Total COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim (1,512), Charlevoix (1,563), Emmet 

(2,201), and Otsego (2,160).  

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim (1,153), Charlevoix (1,134), Emmet 

(1,591), and Otsego (1,412).  

• Confirmed COVID-19 associated deaths in the following counties: Antrim (27), Charlevoix (18), 

Emmet (40), and Otsego (35). 

 

The State of Michigan reported 829,520 cases and 17,429 deaths.  

 

Stay up to date on the latest information in the Health Department of Northwest Michigan jurisdiction 

by liking and following our Facebook page and visiting our COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To locate a testing 

facility, visit the Michigan COVID-19 Test Finder website. To track the risk levels of COVID-19 pandemic 

indicators, visit the MI Safe Start Map website. For more information regarding the COVID-19 vaccine, 

visit the MDHHS vaccine website or the CDC vaccine website. 

 

CUTLINE: 
Madison McCullough (center) with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan is flanked by 
Disability Network Northern Michigan consultants Alanna Lahey (left) and Jennifer Schultz (right) who 
toured a recent vaccination clinic to offer suggestions to improve clinic accessibility for persons with a 
disability. 
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